St. M atthew® M essenger
Advent/Christm290®

From t he Pas

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Advent is the |l ost season of the chur
which faithfully observe Advent, it has been displaced by cultural and comm@&r€d r i st mas o6, Wwl
begins, at some business establishments, even be

succumbed to this cultural trend, thus diminishing, or missing altogether, the theological significance,
coherence, depth andéhgy of the Advent season.

Advent has an interesting history as a major season of the church year. It is rich in themes relating t
the history of salvation from the great prophets up to the First Coming of Jesus in Bethlehem and his Secon
Coming at theend of time. All of the themes of Advent have their roots inQinestian pagan Endf-year,

New Year, Winter Solstice, Harvest Festival customs. These include: the liturgical interplay between light
and darkness (Advent candles, Christmas tree |igtdadle Light Services), the traditions of harvest

festivals, enebf-year feasting, hanging of greens (Advent wreathes, garland and Christmas tregsjingift

and the veneration of the dead (NovemBearid 2 Al | Saintsé and All Soul

These customs were practiced by the-@teistian pagans of Europe during the harvest months of
November and December. Daylight was short. Fire in the darkness represented the sunlight of spring whic
would again start the growth process of nature. Theoerygar feasting and giffiving were celebrations of
t he harvest bounty and an act of hope for next 'y
green new life of nature would return after the death and dormancy of winter. The englezrthas a
natural time to remember the end of human life and, therefore, a time to commemorate the dead.

The conversion of pagan culture into a Christian culture was begun under Pope Leo the Great (400

461). Advent as a pr€hristmas seasonbeganevohy dur i ng hi s papacy. The
two Latin words fdAad venienso which, i n Roman myt
here templ e. The church picked up the Langitto wor
Christbés coming in the past, present and future.

themes from the six weaddventusdefore Epiphany baptisms of ancient Gaul (modern France) and the two
week preChristmas season of RomalriThe synthesis was initiated by the Frankish emperor Charlemagne
(74778 14) for the wunity of the churchoés liturgy.)

There is a short, but tightly packed, prayer from the western liturgy which sums up all the great and
power ful t hemes rdbd, held wseorptepare forfthe comihg of @htist your Son. May he
find us waiting, eager in joyful prayer. o Prepe
Christ! These are the great themes of Advent.

There is a thr eefiogl past,presest and foithire. Qésus iwastbdrrsof Maoy m
Bethlehem and fulfilled his vocation as Messiah on Calvary on the cross over two thousand years ago. He
continues to offer himself to the worWadandn ever.y
Sacrament. He will come again at the end of time to judge the living and the dead. Advent embraces all
t hree aspects of Jesusb6 coming. I n the meant i me
awaiting Chr i st dlowagand trusting mhatd is lisudesirel andwdl £ enter the hearts of
every person. Advent is not a somber penitential season like Lent. Rather, it is a season imbued with joyfu
expectation of Christds coming.



Finally, Advent is not only a fouveek season in preparation for Christmas but a perpetual
disposition of the Christian life. We are continually waiting for the coming of Christ into our lives. Advent
cannot be isolated from Christmas, nor can Christmas be separated from the Pasehabiniyiely week.
Our seasonal rituals are not nostalgia for lifeless past events, but a spiral through which the church unfolds
the entire mystery of Chritsaving acts. The liturgy actualizes the past in the present to bring about the
future.

lurgpeeach family and individual of St. Matthewbo
Say the prayers which accompamur wreath Light the candles ofour wreath each week.. Meditate upon
the great themes which are discussed in this articdssure you that you will develop a deeper appreciation
for Advent and Christmas and, indeed, the Paschal mystery. Prepare your hearts for this joyful season. Me
Christ come to us all quickly!

Yours in Christ,

Pr. MathsenZ

Joy 0 the Worla!!
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We will gather to decorate |
. the Christmas tree
. and sanctuary for the Christmas seelson on
Tueday, Decembe?a27:00 pm
| The tree will be ready for the
hanging of the lights ’
o ( and the ornaments
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Come One, Come Alll wﬁ
St. Matthews s ut her an Chu
CHRIST MAS PART Y !l

Saturday, December 12, 2009

: : Iokevith a DJ
Meet ouspecCiar the North Pole!!!!

Contact the office to let us know what you are bringing:
Meat/Casserole, Vegetable/Salad, Dessert, or Dinner rolls

Cash Bar: $2 for Beer/Wine and $1 for Soda
Donét mi ss out on a gr

For more information, call the church office at:
949- 3577



On the lighter side.

What did Adam say to his girlfriend on Q. How do Snowman travel around?
December 24th? A. By riding an icicle.

'It's Christmas!Eve.’ )
Q. Where do Snowomen like to dance?

A. At Snowballs.

The 3 stages of man: Q. What happened when Guy ate the

1) He believes in Santa Claus. Christmas decorations?

2) He doesn't believe in Santa Claus. A. He went down with tinsetis.

3) He is Santa Claus. Q. What's Christmas called in England?
A. Yule Britannia! (English Christmas
Humour!)

Q. Why was Santa's little helpdepressed?
A. Because he had low 'elf' esteem.

Visit the

WELCA
Christmasgbottique!

Lovely
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Every Swidav during Advent!



CHRISTMASWORSHIP at ST. MATTHEWS
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Sunday, December D'

The Fourth Sunday in Advent
10:30 AM - Holy Eucharist

Thur sday, December 24"

Christmas Eve
8:00 PM ! Festival Choral Eucharist
with Candlelight Service

Fri day, December 2%

Christmas Day * The Nativity of our Lord
10:30 AM 1 Holy Eucharist

Sunday, December27™

Feast of the Holy Family
10:30 AM 1 Holy Eucharist

Sunday, January 3™

The Epiphany of our Lord
10:30 AM ! Holy Eucharist with the Procession of the Three Kings




St. Matthewds M essenger
St. Matthewds Lutheran Chu

A Congregation ofthe Evangelical Lutheran Church in Amegic
3 Carhart Avenue Church: 914 94971 3577
White Plains, NY 10604495 Fax: 91471 94671 1055
www.StMatthewsLutheran.org

Advent/Christmas 2009

Pastor: The Rev. Eric A. Mathsen, S.T.S.
Bill Currie, D ebbie Hart, Joan Mohr, Deacons
Music Director and Organist: Dr. Jean R. Boehler
Director of Christian Education: Joan Mohr
Administrative Assistant: Teresa Tomas
Sexton: Marcos Montiel

THE CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL

January 2010* January 2011* January 2012*
Joann Abrahamsen Bill Currie Werner Faigle
Sharon Field Mary Finnerty Patricia Gabiriel
Joan Mohr Susan Tedesco Susan Millette
Bill Murphy Christine Williams Grant Schneider

4 year term ends

FLOWERS

Anyone wanting to have flowers on the altar for any Sunday duringetire please contatite Church Officeat 949
3577 The cost of thento arrangements of flowers i&@for a Sunday. After the Eucharist the flowers are taken to

,CHuRcH 4%

members in the hospital or to members no longer able to attend in person.

Negg
ANNUAL Congregation MEETING 1

The annual meeting will take place on JaB@Enynmedately following the
10:3® am Worship

YEAR-END GIVING

Please keep in mind the possibility of giving a spettieyeaca r gi ft t o
to assist with closing thegmddeficanticipated at the nual meeting. Any such
monetar%/ gifts or gifts of stocks and bonds would be received with great thanksg
Any such gifts must be made by Decémbreo@ier to claim them for tax purposes.

OFFERING ENVELOPES
Offering envelopes will be available in Lutherfelidwing worship on Decemb2d™. Please
pick up your box of envelopes, as this will save the church a considerable amount in the co
mailing. Members willing to deliver offering envelopedatives, friends orighbors would
be appreciated.


http://www.st-matthews-lutheran.org/

Oktoberfest, 2009

Z{5 Th{ { os$annua Oktobesfdstorpdct. 24" in Luther Hall. There were

many fun contests, good food, dancing and laughter!!

The room was beautifully decorated with scenes from Old Bavaria!! We hope to see all
of you again next year * and bring a friend!!!

Mary Finnerty, Jim Wilson and Bill Murphy Richard and Joan Hirsch

Bart & Ellie Utter and John & Millie West Joann and Tony Abrahamsen

Susan, Ray and Edna Tedesco Sally Lane, Mildred Johnso& Pr. Mathsen



